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WEST AUSTRALIAN SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.09 pm]: I take this opportunity to 
comment on and congratulate the West Australian Symphony Orchestra on an exceptional achievement recently. 
The West Australian Symphony Orchestra, which is supported by the state government through the 
Department of Culture and the Arts, recently presented all nine of Beethoven’s symphonies over two weekends 
in August at the Perth Concert Hall, on the second weekend playing to sold-out audiences. This was the first time 
the orchestra had presented Beethoven’s entire symphonic cycle in this way, comprising some of the most 
famous, significant and recognisable works in classical music. It was an immensely successful program, 
receiving a positive response from the Western Australian community and critics alike. 

Reviews in print and online praised the performances, and in particular the leadership of conductor Asher Fisch, 
whose instinct and expertise have brought the orchestra to new heights. A review in The Australian suggested 
“that the Beethoven Festival may be the most significant event on Perth’s cultural calendar this year”, while 
Limelight Magazine declared that “WASO are clearly enjoying a golden age under their new 
Principal Conductor …” I could not agree more with The West Australian review, which stated that “It was 
frankly a thrilling experience” and that “this initiative is thoroughly deserving the national exposure it is 
getting”. I personally attended a performance on 29 August, in which the sixth and seventh symphonies were 
performed, and can attest to the superb skill of both the orchestra and conductor. 

Ten thousand people attended the concert series, with many more given the chance to hear the performances as 
they were broadcast nationally on ABC Classic FM. For those members who were not able to attend the 
concerts, recordings are available on the ABC Classic FM website until the end of September. I congratulate the 
musicians, conductor, board and staff of the West Australian Symphony Orchestra on presenting such an 
ambitious program. 
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